
For m e the essent ia l G r a h a m O v e n d e n exists more than anywhere in Bar ley Splatt , the house that he has 

b e e n bu i l d ing s i n c e he m o v e d to Cornwal l in 1973. It is not only that a rch i tec ture w a s r e g a r d e d as the 

Mist ress Art b y O v e n d e n ' s 19th-century heroes, but a lso that in the house, the m a n y en thus iasms of his life, 

all the d i f ferent d i rec t ions of his work, all the e n g a g i n g facets of his thought , c o m e together a n d form a 

pa t te rn - the pa t te rn of O v e n d e n ' s total art ist ic personal i ty . The house, in this case , is the man. 

Bar ley Splat t is like no other house. It is r ich in its textures, almost ba rbar i c in its g l o w i n g co lours , 

fantast ic in its we i rd , evo lv ing forms. 

In its very b o n e s Bar ley Splat t is a co l lec tor 's house, for s o m e of the f ragments that O v e n d e n has 

s n a p p e d up over the years have been buil t into a n d used to o rnament that s t ructure. Just as no t rue 

co l lec t ion ever r e a c h e s a f ixed a n d f inal point , so the house seems to be locked , a lmost one might think 

forever , into a state of evo lu t ion. dive Aslet 

Barley Splall (east facade), near 
Bodmin. Cornwall, begun 1973 

71 


